Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.062; wR factor = 0.221; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.7.
In the title molecular salt, C 24 H 24 N 5 + ÁC 6 H 2 N 3 O 7 À , the dihedral angle between the benzimidazole rings of the cation is 5.041 (2) . In the anion, the three nitro groups make dihedral angles of 2.468 (3), 12.795 (3) and 24.958 (4) with respect to the central ring. In the crystal, weak aromaticstacking [centroid-centroid distance = 3.599 (15) Å ] consolidates the packing. In addition, an intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bond is observed.
Related literature
For background to proton-transfer compounds, see: Aghabozorg et al. (2008) and to benzimidazoles, see: Ram et al. (1992) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). et al., 1992) . Benzimidazoles and their azino-fused cyclic derivatives have a wide range of well known biological activities such as anticancer (Baraldi et al., 2004 ), antimicrobial (Jayasekera et al., 2005 , antifungal (Göker et al., 2002 ), antiviral (Starčević et al., 2007 .
In this paper, the asymmetric unit of the title proton transfer compound consists of a bis(N-methylbenzimidazol-2-ylmethyl)aniline(MEBBA) cation interacting with a picrate anion. The proton of the picric acid is transfered to the N3 nitrogen atoms of the MEBBA (Fig. 1) . The dihedral angle between the planes defined by N2-C7-N1 and N3-C10-N4 is 5.041 (2)°, which indicates that the two benzimidazole rings are almost coplanar.
The crystal structure is mainly stabilized by weak π-π interactions involving the benzimidazol rings with centroidcentroid distances, Cg1 ··· Cg 3 i and Cg2 ···Cg4 i of 3.5999 (15) and 4.017 (18) Å repectively [symmetry code: (i) 1-x,1-y,1-z.
Cg1 centroid of the (N1,C1,C6,N2,C7) ring; Cg2 centroid of the (N3,C10,N4.C11,C16) ring; Cg3 centroid of the (C11-C16)
ring; Cg4 centroid of the (C1-C6) ring ]. In addition an N3-H3N···N1 intramolecular hydrogen bond is observed.
Refinement
All H atoms were geometrically positioned and refined using a riding-model approximation with C-H distances from 0.93 to 0.97 Å and N-H = 0.92 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C) or U iso (H) = 1.5 U eq (C methyl ) or U iso (H) = 1.1 U eq (N).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound.Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level.
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